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WI1KN reading Hume's History of I'.ngland some yearn ago, his severe treatment of (Hiver Cromwell impressed me as being unjust and overdrawn. In turning to Thomas Carlyle for a fairer view, the supernal garb in which he dressed the hero was found equally unsatisfactory. 1 then began an investigation, resolved to discover the true character of the Puritan leader, but partisan descriptions were encountered in nearly every book. One school of writers presented htm as a perfect being endowed with a divine mission for lib-erty; the other school loaded his memory with obloquy and charged upon his private ambition every unwholesome? act of his time.
While pondering these conflicting views, the imperative need for the right measure* of a mighty man caused me to turn to the serious study of this subject. For nearly six years I have devoted the whole of my leisure to this work. Most of the authorities used were gathered for me in London with great pains, and they compose a collection which is, I believe, as complete as any other private library of Cromwellian literature*, and which comprises all the books that were written by the Cavalier ami Puritan historians, together with some twenty modern Lives of Cromwell. Such of these books as have been especially useful to me are mentioned in the footnotes to the text.
After fully exploring this vast monument of letters, it has seemed to me that a sufficient story of Oliver Cromwell and of the events which made his extraordinary career possible has not been written outside of the general histories ; while in